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Introduction 

Shell Command is the second program to be released from the stable of Howard 
Utilities into Android Market during 2012. 

Shell Command is a useful utility program that allows a developer to open up a 
command line shell on your mobile device under the unix operating system. 

All the common unix shell commands supported by the mobile operating system 
(such as ls, mv, cat, cd, mkdir, pwd, etc.) are available (subject to user permissions). 

Output is scrolled on the screen and also written to disk for analysis later after exiting 
from the program. 

Terms and Conditions of Use 

Disclaimer of Warranties  

You expressly understand and agree that your use of any Howard Utilities product is 
at your sole risk and is provided “as is” and “as available” without warranty of any 
kind, to the maximum extent permitted by applicable law.  

Your use of any Howard Utilities product is at your own discretion and risk and you 
are solely responsible for any damage to your computer system, mobile device, or 
other device, or loss of data that results from such use.  

Limitation of Liability 

You expressly understand and agree that Howard Integration Systems Ltd. shall not 
be liable to you under any theory of liability (whether contract, tort including 
negligence or otherwise) for any direct, indirect, incidental, special, consequential or 
exemplary damages that may be incurred by you through your use of any Howard 
Utilitities product downloaded or obtained from Google Play, or anywhere else, 
including any loss of data, whether or not Howard Integration Systems Ltd. has been 
advised of or should have been aware of the possibility of any such losses arising.  

 



Shell Command – how do I run the tool? 

Download a copy of the Shell Command program from Android Market. You will 
find it under the heading of Howard Utilities. 

Just select the application icon in your list of downloaded/pre-installed applications.  

The banner window will be displayed as follows: 

 

Press either the Cancel or Menu Icon (at the bottom of the screen) to continue. The 
next screen will look something similar to the following: 

If you are not happy to accept the Terms and Conditions of Use as outlined above, 
then press the Cancel Icon to exit.  

By continuing you are implicitly accepting these Terms and Conditions of Use. 



Starting up the Command Shell 

The following screen is displayed after opening up a Unix command shell. Note the 
three different sections in the screen, the Command Shell Log, the Command Shell 
Prompt and the Shell Command Keyboard. 

 

Command Shell Prompt  

The Command Shell Prompt is a single line prompt located at the middle of the panel 
to the right of the $ sign. This line is the location where you will enter your command 
line using the keyboard below, and terminate it with the Return key. 

Command Shell Log 

The Command Shell Log is located at the top of the screen and consists of a history of 
all the commands entered along with the output from those commands. There is a 
maximum of 100 lines held in the history log and these lines can be viewed by 
scrolling vertically or horizontally. 

Command Shell Keyboard 

The Command Shell Keyboard is used to type in the Unix command that you want to 
execute. The command is only executed when you press the Return key, after which 
the command and its output will be added to the bottom of the history log, which is 
displayed in the Command Shell Log section of the screen. 



Command Shell Example 

The following screen shows what will be displayed after having executed the  

ls –l 

Unix command: 

 

Command Shell Unix commands 

The Android Unix Shell supports a number of commands that can be executed from 
an application such as Command Shell. There is a standard set of commands that 
comes with the mobile device.  

Here below is a list of typical commands that may be supported on your mobile 
device operating system: 

pwd rmdir pstat * 

ls ls -l Exit 

cd cat  

mkdir chmod  

rm vmstat *  

By extending the $PATH further commands can be added and executed. Refer to a 
Unix Reference Guide, if need be, for more information on how to use Shell 
commands.  

 



Terminating the Command Shell 

The special Unix command exit is used to terminate the command session and close 
the window and exit the application. 

Remember to execute this command instead of pressing the Cancel Icon if you wish 
to terminate out of the Command Shell and not return. 

Pausing out of the Command Shell 

Press the Cancel Icon if you wish to pause out of the Command Shell and return later. 
A new command shell will be set up for you when you next start up Command Shell. 

Note: The special Unix command exit is reserved to terminate the command session 
and close the window and exit the application completely. 

Retaining the output from the history log 

After exiting or pausing out of Command Shell you can view the session history log 
file which you will find in the downloads direcory on the external storage on your 
mobile device. This can be viewed or moved using the Howard Utilities TextPad 
Explorer or other File Utility program. 
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