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Introduction 

TablePad is one of the key components in a new generation of mobile applications, 

under the banner of Howard Utilities, released into the Android market during 2012. 

Other key components, such as FormPad and ReportPad, will be released shortly and 

these will complement TablePad in providing a wide range of useful generic data 

manipulation functions. 

TablePad is an extremely useful program that allows you, the user, to set up, edit or 

browse around HIS Tables and HIS Views residing on your mobile device (not just 

those residing on the external storage device). These tables and views can be defined 

and configured by the user to hold data in formats such as text, numeric or date/time.  

Data is held in the form of a table like a spreadsheet, within a number of display 

columns and rows on display. The user can scroll horzontally to bring any column 

into view (the first column will always be locked in display). The user can scroll 

vertically to bring any row into view (the heading row will always be locked in 

display).  

There a maximum limit of 100 columns that can be held in any one tableview (up to 

20 columns that can be added during any one edit session), and a maximum of 1,000 

rows of data that can be held. Each TableView column can be configured to be 

validated and displayed in any valid format (Java). 

All changes to the tableview are held in a batch which can be saved or discarded at 

the end of the edit session. 

What this program doesn't provide is the ability for the user to define the layout of a 

row when inputting or editing a row of data. For that a separate program FormPad 

should be used to meet those requirements. TablePad uses a simple standardised 

layout to input or edit row data. 

 



Terms and Conditions of Use 

These are laid out clearly in Appendix A at the end of this document.  

If you use TablePad to set up and maintain data of value, you must remember to take 

regular precautionary backups of your HIS Tables or Views just in case of loss or 

damage. Howard Integration Systems Ltd. shall not be liable for loss of data on your 

device.  

Backups can be taken by exporting the tables or views, and the exported files can be 

copied off your device via the USB drive. Tables and Views can be set up by 

importing from HIS backup files. 

TablePad – how do I run the tool? 

Download a copy of the TablePad program from Android Market. You will find it 

under the heading of Howard Utilities. 

Just select the application icon in your list of downloaded/pre-installed applications.  

The banner window will be displayed as follows: 

 

 

Press either the Cancel or Menu Icon (at the bottom of the screen) to continue. The 

next screen will look something similar to the following: 



If you are not happy to accept the Terms and Conditions of Use as outlined in the 

Appendix, press the Cancel Icon to close the dialog window and exit.  

By continuing you are implicitly accepting these Terms and Conditions of Use. 

The HIS TablePad Main Menu 

TablePad will display all the table and tableviews available for access on your device. 

To see the menu options select the Menu Icon and the first one will be displayed, and 

when you further select the More Icon, the second one. 

   

To browse through the details of a table or view in read-only mode, first select the 

table or view to be edited. Then select Menu Icon -> View. 

To edit the details of a table or view in update mode, first select the table or view to 

be edited. Then select Menu Icon -> Edit. 

To add a new table or view, select Menu Icon -> Add. A dialog will appear to ask you 

to confirm the name of the new name of the table or view, the table name if a view 

and different, and whether the browse and edit displays should look like a 

spreadsheet.  

Press the OK button to add the table or view. Or press the Cancel button to cancel the 

operation. 



 

 

[Add 

 Add HIS Table or View 

 Enter HIS Table Name 

 Enter HIS View Name (if different) 

 Spreadsheet look (checkbox) 

 OK or Cancel 

] 

To set up or edit the configuration details of a table or view, first select the table or 

view to be configured. Then select Menu Icon ->Configure. 

To quit out of TablePad Main Menu and close the application, select Menu Icon -> 

Quit. 

To import a table or view from a previously exported file, select Menu Icon -> 

Import. The import file must be a previously exported table or view file, in the form 

of a text file with comma separated values, with a file type of (.csv) and residing in 

the Download directory of the external medium on the device. 



A dialog will appear which lists all the exported files residing in the Download 

directory. Select the file to import and enter the name of the table or view that is to be 

recreated. Select the checkbox if the data definition needs to be overwritten, if the 

target file or view already exists.  

Press the OK button to import the table or view. Or press the Cancel button to cancel 

the operation. 

 

[Import 

 Import Table (or View) 

 List of TableView files with comma separated values 

 Enter HIS Table or View Name 

 Overwrite definition (checkbox) 

 OK or Cancel 

] 

To export a table or view, first select the table or view to be exported. Then select 

Menu Icon -> Export.  

A dialog will appear which lists all the HIS tables and views residing on your device. 

Select the table or view to export and enter the name of the exported file that will be 

created.  



The exported file created will be in the form of a text file with comma separated 

values, with a file type of (.csv) which will be placed in the Download directory of the 

external medium on the device. 

Press the OK button to export the table or view. Or press the Cancel button to cancel 

the operation. 

 

[Export 

 Select Table (or View) 

 Export Table or View 

 Enter Exported TableView File (.csv) 

 OK or Cancel 

] 

To delete and clear out the data and configuration details for a table or view, first 

select the table or view and then select Menu Icon -> Delete. This should only be 

done preferably only after this table or view has been exported to create a backup. 



 

[Delete 

Delete TableView. All data will be lost in this TableView. Are you sure that 

you want to proceed? 

] 

To initialize and clear out ALL existing tables and views and start again, select Menu 

Icon -> Initialise. This should only be done if absolutely necessary, and only after all 

existing tables and views that need to be preserved have been exported to backup. 

 

[Create - Initialise 

 Complete action using TabledPad or TablePad! Bug fix. 

Initialise TableView. All HIS Table or View data will be lost. Are you sure 

you want to start again? How. Initialise? 

Clear data but leave definitions (checkbox). 

 Then untitled if quit without save. 



 

[Zoom (large/small)] 

To zoom and change the size of the text on display while editing or browsing, select 

Menu Icon -> Zoom (large) or Zoom (small). 

This menu item works on a flip-flop basis – it either displays text in a large font or a 

small font as indicated by the menu description.  

If Zoom (large) is selected the Configure, View or Edit programs will display the text 

in a large font size. If Zoom (small) is selected the Configure, View or Edit programs 

will display the text in a small font size. 

 

 



The HIS TableView View menus 

TablePad will display the first screen of data in the selected table or view.  

The data in the table or view can be scrolled vertically by touching any cell in the 

main part of the display (not in the heading row) and gently pulling it upwards or 

downwards. 

The data in the table or view can be scrolled horizontally by touching any cell in the 

main part of the display (not in the heading row) and gently pulling it to the left or to 

the right. Note the first column which holds a reference number or identity is locked 

and will not scroll. 

Alternatively the two left most cells in the heading lines have a special function that 

also scrolls the display horizontally. 

 

To see the menu options select the Menu Icon and the following will be displayed.  



 

To quit the browsing of a table or view, select Menu Icon ->Quit. 

To find some text in the table or view, select Menu Icon -> Find RecordRow. The 

table or view will be searched in all the subsequent rows after the current position. If a 

row is found containing the search text the screen will be scrolled down to display the 

selected cell-row. 

A dialog will appear which asks you to enter the search text.  

Press the OK button to find the next row containing the search text. Or press the 

Cancel button to cancel the operation. 



 

 

The HIS TableView Edit menus 

TablePad will display the first screen of data in the selected table or view.  

The data in the table or view can be scrolled vertically by touching any cell in the 

main part of the display (not in the heading row) and gently pulling it upwards or 

downwards. 

The data in the table or view can be scrolled horizontally by touching any cell in the 

main part of the display (not in the heading row) and gently pulling it to the left or to 

the right. Note the first column which holds a reference number or identity is locked 

and will not scroll. 

Alternatively the two left-most cells in the heading lines have a special function that 

also scrolls the display horizontally. 

To edit a data cell, first select the cell and then select the menu item Icon -> Edit 

RecordCell. Use the keypad to change the data in the cell. When you have finished, 

just unselect the data cell and the changed data will be replaced in the cell. 

To edit a data row, first select the whole row by touching the left most cell and then 

selct Menu Icon -> Edit RecordRow. A diailog will appear to enable the editing of all 

the data cells in the selected row.  



 

To see the menu options select the Menu Icon and the first one will be displayed, and 

when you further select the More Icon, the second one. 

   

To edit a row in the table or view, first select the row which you want to edit. 

Then select Menu Icon -> Edit RecordRow. 



A dialog will appear which allows you to enter data into each field/cell in the selected 

row.  

Press the OK button to replace the amended row into the table or view. Or press the 

Cancel button to cancel the operation. 

 

 

To save the changes made to the data displayed in the table or view, select Menu Icon 

->Save. 

To undo all changes made to the data in this edit session in the table or view and quit, 

select Menu Icon ->Quit. 

To delete a record row first select the row to be deleted and then select Menu Icon -

>Delete RecordRow. 

To add or insert a new row into the table or view, first select the row under which you 

want to insert the new row. Then select Menu Icon -> Insert RecordRow. 

Press the OK button to add the new row to the table or view. Or press the Cancel 

button to cancel the operation. 

A new row will appear underneath the selected row containing another copy of the 

same data. This new data can be edited in the normal way.  

 



 

 

To find some text in the table or view, select Menu Icon -> Find RecordRow. The 

table or view will be searched in all the subsequent rows after the current position. If a 

row is found containing the search text the screen will be scrolled down to display the 

selected cell-row. 

A dialog will appear which asks you to enter the search text.  

Press the OK button to find the next row containing the search text. Or press the 

Cancel button to cancel the operation. 



 

 

To swap (or reposition) the selected row in the table with the one above in the display 

view, select Menu Icon ->Move up RecordRow. 

To swap (or reposition) the selected row in the table with the one below in the display 

view, select Menu Icon ->Move down RecordRow. 

To display Help information about the product, select Menu Icon -> Help. 

A dialog will appear displaying Help information.  

Press the Cancel button to close the Help dialog. 



 

 

The HIS TableView Configure menus 

TablePad will display the first screen of configuration data for the selected table or 

view.  

The data in the configuration table or view can be scrolled vertically by touching any 

cell in the main part of the display (not in the heading row) and gently pulling it 

upwards or downwards. 

The data in the configuration table or view can be scrolled horizontally by touching 

any cell in the main part of the display (not in the heading row) and gently pulling it 

to the left or to the right. Note the first column which holds a reference number or 

identity is locked and will not scroll. 

Alternatively the two left most cells in the heading lines have a special function that 

also scrolls the display horizontally. 

To edit a data cell, first select the cell and then use the keypad to change the data in 

the cell. When you have finished, just unselect the data cell and the changed data will 

be replaced in the cell. 



 

To see the menu options select the Menu Icon and the following will be displayed: 

   

 

To edit a data cell, first select the cell and then select the menu item Icon -> Edit 

RecordCell. Use the keypad to change the data in the cell. When you have finished, 

just unselect the data cell and the changed data will be replaced in the cell. 



To edit a data row, first select the whole row by touching the left most cell and then 

selct Menu Icon -> Edit RecordRow. A diailog will appear to enable the editing of all 

the data cells in the selected row.  

 

To save the changes made to the data displayed in the table or view, select Menu Icon 

->Save. 

To undo all changes made to the data in this edit session in the table or view and close 

the application, select Menu Icon ->Quit. 

To delete a record row first select the row to be deleted and then select Menu Icon -

>Delete RecordRow. 

To add or insert a new row into the table or view, select Menu Icon -> Add 

RecordRow. 

Press the OK button to add the new row to the table or view. Or press the Cancel 

button to cancel the operation. 

A new row will be added underneath the selected row and will contain another copy 

of the same data. This can be amended in the normal way.  

 



 

 

To find some text in the table or view, select Menu Icon -> Find RecordRow. The 

table or view will be searched in all the subsequent rows after the current position. If a 

row is found containing the search text the screen will be scrolled down to display the 

selected cell-row. 

A dialog will appear which asks you to enter the search text.  

Press the OK button to find the next row containing the search text. Or press the 

Cancel button to cancel the operation. 



 

 

To swap (or reposition) the selected row in the table with the one above in the display 

view, select Menu Icon ->Move up RecordRow. 

To swap (or reposition) the selected row in the table with the one below in the display 

view, select Menu Icon ->Move down RecordRow. 

To display Help information about the product, select Menu Icon -> Help. 

A dialog will appear displaying Help information.  

Press the Cancel button to close the Help dialog. 



 

 

Miscellaneous 

Remember to regularly back up your HIS TableViews by exporting them to comma 

separated value files which are stored on the external device. 

HIS TableViews can be recreated by importing the files with comma delimited 

values. 

Bug: save ran into an error – need error block. 



Appendix A 

 

Terms and Conditions of Use 

Disclaimer of Warranties  

You expressly understand and agree that your use of any Howard Utilities product is 

at your sole risk and is provided “as is” and “as available” without warranty of any 

kind, to the maximum extent permitted by applicable law.  

Your use of any Howard Utilities product is at your own discretion and risk and you 

are solely responsible for any damage to your computer system, mobile device, or 

other device, or loss of data that results from such use.  

Limitation of Liability 

You expressly understand and agree that Howard Integration Systems Ltd. shall not 

be liable to you under any theory of liability (whether contract, tort including 

negligence or otherwise) for any direct, indirect, incidental, special, consequential or 

exemplary damages that may be incurred by you through your use of any Howard 

Utilitities product downloaded or obtained from Google Play, or anywhere else, 

including any loss of data, whether or not Howard Integration Systems Ltd. has been 

advised of or should have been aware of the possibility of any such losses arising.  

HIS Table and View Data backups 

If you use TablePad to set up and maintain data of value, you must remember to take 

regular precautionary backups of your HIS Tables or Views just in case of loss or 

damage. Howard Integration Systems Ltd. shall not be liable for loss of data on your 

device.  

Backups can be taken by exporting the tables or views, and the exported files can be 

copied off your device via the USB drive. Tables and Views can be set up by 

importing from HIS backup files. 
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